architecture malaysia




almaz aichllsel

projects

FIVE RESIDENCES BY ALMAZ ARCHITECT

VARIATIONS OF THE
TROPICAL THEME _ Review by Ahmad Nizam Radel

Archibectuns, m the broades! sense of the word,
% nothing but high Lashicn, It really i1 The word
“itytn™ bt 1aban 1o masy achilects and many of
them pelrain from wiing thal woed 10 protect the
“sanctity " of architeciun: The study of achitec-
e hars abevays been mons an ke sy of shyles
and hess (o da with the science of i1 Mo aample
i moch cleaner than in the bl envroament thal
et o around ut iodey, parsculary on the
dievelopmient of resdence, Poues and
condaminmims siound the country. Hiacked by
perzpaiows develnpers and Lating advantage of
the truly Malaysian absession oh everyfing
fareign, the houses we lind around us ane
*designed” and marketed o echa that of the
Spanizh casa, the Todor smnor the Medderma:
nean hackends. The public Ge1s what 1he pubdc
wants but the high tashion that the demand
had croabed in tur edulted in swen mone
hoemendous “styles”
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Some schitects, nchurfing the BAk Geid
Medal Lurgate Hijiss Kastun, 1hen Began 10
quesson this obeesion wath pieudo-foregn
treatments in the state ol aur confemponny
arthilectan. in thir Lt decade of so howeer, 3
eenaissange of schilectrad siyle 1hat harks back
16 a marne ealied vermacular and iropecal fesd
had begun fo spraw] swenywhers, parly due 1o
it apprasal of works by regonal anckiiects ke
Lek Burmag and bade Wiskya, Thsr wiike,
particularly in Thadand and indonesia, werne
puatricined abenshely and turned 1hs Labilis
aroursd as far an “tropicsl schiteciune” 1§
concened Terms Rk hefioonun, paimanan and
sanciitame, previowdy Greek fo mest schifects,
haw rowe becornie Stylish wonds within 1he
cutbured fratemity

The Balinese concep, fri ubiguitous 164
podnd that il hurs e commercislined svey-
whien, wars piviously an idealized philsaoghy
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of thia genso and nmdmﬁdrﬂﬁtlﬁ
et bt been completed rcontly,
epstomizing her ivierpretstionm of achitocisnfor
a tnpécal ifestyle. Prosically, the architectury of
Hhiey Wropscal npsicenioe i Tha juxtaparsition af
ratural miatesials, testunes and colfian: arange
clay roof tiey, onpoded roof rafier, alned .
simbendtamesd fenextration, sarth-coloured wilh
ard s, the Uiy o frameliens, (s 10 vew the
aburglan? geoen weoelagan i all f1 rahotal
splendour. Spintually, thina houses af st
it Jor thawe owsiers, abodes oF peace and
wrpmity whers oo sl frel ahsolute fxkunty
acwd pirvacy. Thwe Frve pesidiorces deatured here,
whie locaind in varknrs parts ol Kisog \alley, e
all whed wiktur-n by condoxl that aflcsd {Bem §o
harmanize with heif eawenment 10 the
FTEIT

1he Deck House (a), eccupyng theend of §
Cldelie=tar in-a pretigais, frshlsntal Wb, &
bound by o gentle slopd, oweriockag a ymall e
a Tl retied bt 1L A proceisinnsl e 1akes
one fmm the dntrance Inba the heail of 1he

nmmﬁmﬁhm the
:-imlﬂnﬂhhumn relieved o1 enluemns -
inatodd, mmuﬂmnﬂm
angles to allow for 4 w v out. Figt
wﬂwmwﬁwﬂmmm

Fallgpinter diep i thin woods of Beas Fun,

Pannsyhania.
W#ﬂﬂmﬂﬁfdmduum
pilays 1 ool foln in'the dotign and concent of
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deterimned In felation 2the nine bows of goad
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esurtyard ahead but the ey veould be Iod g 18
& walkhridgn acices the volurminods ipace that
mm-rmﬂ.rmnmuumm Taking |
ievantage of MMlﬂlwdr.mm:
series ol extaira docks waih porgokn a1
artanged within chiisters of green pemnniat and
b paks guakelr Simvlar dertads sch i Simbel

nrwmﬁm aticl Deiraces ane
p o Hhad Sy siesta iwhers 4 o
ki g Bl ofchud ks s il 1o
!Irqpl;'.ﬂ alhiTr Such r:th:TLu.d' COEmpaEn i
sty sirmplistic, ot elfecte

The e srsitiences by Al Sechilect are an

[ irvtivcition that the cormemnporany mend in
 reshderitial and dameile arthieciee hat toine

T Sarche safjon it dirs ol The ' pee-bAee diio
ﬂ..wnrl:ﬂiﬁmﬂm Thien, Bodises weie
plwsnileed o aburnpe nnd pirithe, kibcley s
u-p-u'aTl!'d frmn Tha 1 hewese by f-Constyand
wiridionis waes tall and ceilings wee Nigh, ol
desitjred fa achair o Balaneed and comiforabie
I} armironanent 0 the fromcs climade, Wihile

v Attty of e chessg i evnieed watl
 FHr r:_.'ﬂl..li- st beeinig harnissed for mon

i e kaie, vaman omilon leads haae

*remsinod the siine

This, fhase Sechifectural [eduees (m rukng
& corriebuck, dbied in fevw loims st shapes

Ivaryle i1 14 titre 10 cRsaid oy plang for

Spanish willa or that Cdoed coumiry house snd
Iread, reflect o wehat realy i morally il o
1has eniprdictatlo, Tnopical imatianment we vk
ira’ Mo i that i | baear-falling 1 Gt 1hee Larchy
Troim the Colsbydeil, Tal]
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